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SUBJECT: REPORTS ON RESIGNATION OF EC DIRECTOR GENERAL 
FOR INDUSTRIAL POLICY RONALD GRIERSON DENIED 

REFS: A. EC BRUSSELS A-356; B. EC BRUSSELS 5319; 

C. EC BRUSSELS A-282 

1. THE GUARDIAN OF OCTOBER 9 AND OTHER MEDIA REPORTED 
THAT RONALD GRIERSON, EC COMMISSION DIRECTOR FOR 
GENERAL INDUSTRIAL POLICY, PLANS TO RESIGN BEFORE 
THE END OF THE YEAR. THE EC COMMISSION SPOKESMAN S 
OFFICE TOLD THE MISSION THE SAME DAY THAT GRIERSON 
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DENY THE REPORT WHICH WE HAVE JUST LEARNED HE DID 
WHILE IN LONDON. A FINANCIAL TIMES STORY ON OCTOBER 10 
QUOTED SOURCES CLOSE TO GRIERSON AS SAYING THAT HE 
EXPECTED TO STAY WITH THE COMMISSION FOR TWO YEARS (HE 
ARRIVED EALY THIS YEAR) AND THAT HE HAD NO INTENTION OF 
LEAVING PREMATURELY. 

2. THE GUARDIAN REPORT STATED THAT THE REASON FOR THE 
ALLEGED DECISION TO RESIGN WAS THE PERSONAL AND POLITICAL 
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN GRIERSON AND EC COMMISSIONER 
ALTIERO SPTNET.LT WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR INDUSTRIAL POLICY. 

THE PROBLEM BETWEEN THE TWO MEN, ACCORDING TO THE 
GUARDIAN, CAME TO A BOIL OVER THE COMMISSION PAPER 

ON MULTINATIONALS (SEE REF A) WHICH SPTNET.LT IS 
PUSHING AND GRIERSON OPPOSES TO THE EXTENT OF BOY- 
COTTING WORKING GROUP MEETINGS ON THE COMMISSION PAPER. 

(WE HAVE ALSO HEARD THIS FROM COMMISSION OFFICIALS.) 

3. COMMENT: THE MISSION HAS DESCRIBED THE IDEOLOGICAL 
DIFFERENCES WHICH SEPARATE GRIERSON, THE LONDON 
MERCHANT BANKER, CAUTIOUS ABOUT COMMISSION INTRUSIONS 
INTO AREAS HE CONSIDERS THE PREROGATIVES OF INDUSTRY 
AND SPINELLI, THE ITALIAN SOCIALIST, WHO IS SUBJECT 

TO CONSIDERABLY LESS RESTRAINT. (SEE REF C) GRIERSON 
ALSO TOLD US RECENTLY ABOUT THE "LONE WOLF" AND RE- 
STRAINING ROLE HE IS PLAYING IN THE COMMISSION (SEE 
REF B). GRIERSON MAY INDEED BE STAYING ON AT THE 
COMMISSION BUT THE PROBLEMS HE IS HAVING WITH 
COMMISSIONER SPINELLI AND OTHER" ACTIVISTS" IN THE 
COMMISSION ON RESTRUCTURING EUROPEAN INDUSTRY ALSO REMAIN. 
GREENWALD 
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